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the fact that the industrial machinery is conditioned
by the political and ecclesiastical constitution, by
the whole social order, and, therefore, by the accept-
ance of corresponding ethical, or philosophical or
scientific creeds. The method is justifiable so long
as we remember that we are using a logical artifice;
but we blunder if we take our hypothesis for a full
statement of the actual facts. We are then tempted,
and it is, perhaps, the commonest of all sources of
error in such inquiries, to assume that conditions are
absolute which are really contingent; or, to attend
only to the action, without noticing the inevitable re-
actions of the whole system of institutions. And I
would suggest, that from this follows a very important
lesson in such inquiries. To say that this or that
part of a system is bad, is to say, by implication, that
some better arrangement is possible consistently
with our primary assumptions. In other words, we
cannot rationally propose simply to cut out one part
of a machine, dead or living, without considering the
effect of the omission upon all the other dependent
parts. The whole system is necessarily altered
What, we must therefore ask, is the tacit implication
as well as what is the immediate purpose of a
change ? May not the bad effect be a necessary part
of the system to which we also owe the good; or
necessary under some conditions ? It is always,